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My name is Peter Kehler. I moved from Paraguay 

SA to Winnipeg Canada on December 2009. I was 

German and Spanish teacher in Paraguay for 39 

years. When I came to Canada I was convinced 

how necessary it was to learn English. My 

purpose was it to learn as soon as possible to be 

able to communicate fluently with Canadian 

people. As a newcomer I had the opportunity 

through the Entry Program to gain a lot of 

information about Canada and all things that 

newcomer needs to know. When I had my 

examination for my English level the teacher offered me to learn with English Online. So I 

started both: English classes at McLeod and English Online. English Online was for me the best 

option to learn fast and easy, to listen, to write, to speak and to read. English Online offers you 

a lot of videos, lessons and all kinds of practice. 

I am very proud of my new country for their great support for English Learners. After one year I 

was able to speak and to communicate in English. As an English Learner I have approached all 

kinds of activities and practice to learn. My advisor Iwona was a big help for me as a learner and 

one day she asked me to be a part of the Learner Advisory Committee (LAC). I made an excuse 

that I am an English Learner and therefore I am not able to be a member of the LAC committee. 

Iwona said: We need the opinion of the learner and I know you can help! 

English Online is very easy to practice. It’s accessible for everyone at home anytime. You can sit 

down in comfort to learn. Now I have lots of friends from different countries and with them I 

can share my experience and talk about everything.  

English Online is very important for newcomers who really want to learn English. Canada has a 

lot of newcomers every year. Let’s focus on learning and teaching English! That’s the best way 

to integrate people from different foreign countries and to build a Canada we all dream to 

have. 

Peter Kehler 

Learner Advisory Committee 

September 2011 
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Learner  

Point of View 



Welcome to English Online's 2011-2012 
Annual Report. In the past year, we have 
achieved significant growth in three key 
areas: Online Learner Support, Canada's first 
Electronic Collaborative Language Portfolio 
Assessment (e-CLPA) and the Teacher 
Exchange Network (TEN). This year, 
developments in these three areas, 
extended hours of service and our outreach 
programs have helped us increase learner 
activity by 30% to a level of 350 active 
learners monthly on our online learning 

platform. 
 
English Online, as Manitoba's only self-directed EAL learning provider, continues to build 
strong language acquisition services for newcomers to the province. With a comprehensive 
online toolkit that includes learning modules, weekly tips, discussion boards and instructor 
feedback, English Online is in a unique position to service newcomers' EAL needs from any 
location. This year, we introduced the first Electronic Collaborative Language Portfolio 
Assessment (e-CLPA) in Canada. The e-CLPA is already helping EAL learners, using the 
interactive freedom of the Web 2.0, to interact with multiple EAL instructors, set their 
individualized learning goals and reflect on their language learning progress.  
 
To enhance support for EAL professionals in Manitoba, English Online created and 
promoted the Teacher Exchange Network (TEN). As an online social network, TEN functions 
as a community of practice to aggregate EAL professionals online to share EAL resources, 
instructional best practices, and develop collaborative learning initiatives. Through 
marketing efforts across Manitoba, TEN had 130 registrants in this online professional 
learning network as of March 31, 2012. 
 
English Online continues to increase its registration levels and service offerings for EAL 
learners and EAL professionals across Manitoba and we realize that our goals continue to 
be successfully achieved through the active participation of our Board of Directors, 
Advisory Committees, Staff, and Contractors. 
 
On behalf of English Online, I gratefully acknowledge the support of the Adult Language 
and Training Branch, Labour and Immigration, Government of Manitoba. Today, our 
success as Manitoba's online EAL provider is a testament to the vision that the late 
Margaret Pidlaski conceptualized. English Online will continue to be indelibly marked with 
her presence. This report is dedicated to her memory. 
 
Briar Jamieson 
Executive Director 
September 2012  
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Growing a 
Learning 
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 The Board of Directors of English Online Inc. is 

proud to present its fourth Annual General 

Report. English Online has truly become an 

indispensable part of the Manitoba EAL learning 

landscape. At the same time, English Online must 

now transition to become part of the larger 

national family of language service providers. 

The steadily increasing number of learners and 

the broadened capability to facilitate learner and 

teacher development, online collaborative 

language portfolios and other major successes can characterize this fiscal year. Each of these 

successes strengthens English Online’s learning model while further underscoring the 

indispensable role English Online plays in a comprehensive set of language learning services for 

newcomers. The comments from learners you will see throughout this report serve as a 

testimonial not only to how much learners value their learning experience but also to the work 

of English Online’s small but dedicated staff. They play such a valuable role in the language 

acquisition of so many newcomers. 

I would also like to thank the Board of Directors for their commitment of time and energy this 

year. Our year was characterized by lively and important discussion regarding the future of the 

organization. Major announcements concerning funding have served to broaden the board’s 

view of the ways in which English Online can have a major impact on language learning across 

Canada. As a board, we look forward to supporting good decision-making as we evolve the 

organization into the future.  

As always, but in particular this year, a very special thanks goes to the Government of 

Manitoba, Department of Labour and Immigration. In this environment of change, it is 

important to recognize the visionary steps taken by the Adult Language Training Branch almost 

five years ago now. Through their efforts, English Online was able to grow and prove the 

effectiveness of online, self-managed language learning for newcomers. We anticipate our new 

funding partner, Citizenship and Immigration Canada, will be excited to see how far we’ve 

come.  

Brendan Nagle 

Chair, Board of Directors 

September 2012 
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Teacher Exchange Network





Figure 1 shows the upward tendency of learner 
activity at English Online. In the second year, the 
registrations skyrocketed with the introduction of 
the Online Learning Platform and hiring of an 
online instructor. In the third year, the registration 
rate leveled off, but the learner activity level has 
kept growing. Knowing that online learning needs 
time to build reputation, it is not surprising that 
the unique login number went up in the third 
year. In the fourth year, thanks to having two 
additional part-time instructors facilitating self-
directed learners, English Online increased its 
learner outreach with monthly newsletters and 
the creation of Weekly Language Tips to raise 
awareness of its programs. 
 

Figure 1. Comparison of English Online Learner Registrations and Sum of Unique Monthly Activity by Year. 

 
 

Figure 2. EAL Community of Practice Survey Question #5, published October 19, 2011. What would you like to learn 
about? Are there any gaps in your teaching practice that you would like to improve? Mark as many as applicable. 

Figure 2 shows the 
aggregate professional 
development needs of 
EAL practitioners 
across Manitoba.  
Respondents 
expressed their 
interest in learning 
more about EAL online 
resources and tools 
(58%), Assessment 
(51%), Teaching EAL in 
a multi-level class 
(44%),  Incorporating 
technology into the 
lessons (41%), Lesson 
planning/Curriculum 

development (41%), Teacher training and professional development (31% ).  In response to the 
community needs, English Online sent out newsletters, conducted webinars, delivered workshops and 
sought out expert knowledge around these theme areas to bring to EAL teachers. 
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